
Gray Fox  
Urocyon cinereoargenteus 

 
Gray foxes are quite small and typically weigh 
between 7-12 pounds.  As their name suggests, 
they are gray in color but do have a reddish tinge 
on their sides and 
back.  For this rea-
son, they are often 
mistaken for red 
foxes.  Any fox that 
you see on Kiawah 
is a gray fox, since 
red foxes are not 
found on the island.   
 
Gray fox are very opportunistic feeders and will 
eat a variety of plants and animals; including rab-
bits, rodents, fruits, insects, berries, and acorns.  
They also take quite readily to climbing trees and 
are the only member of the dog family capable of 
doing so.   
 
Foxes breed in late winter and pups (3-6) are 
born approximately 51 days later. Gray foxes are 
monogamous and both the male and female will 
help with the rearing of the pups.  Fox dens are 
often located in hollow logs or stumps, but can 
also be found under homes and villas.  The pups 
will stay with the family unit until the following fall 
when they will disperse to set up their own terri-
tory.   

Raccoon  
Procyon lotor 

 
Raccoons are well known for their curiosity and 

intelligence. They are 
very abundant on Kia-
wah, though typically 
only seen at night.  The 
raccoon is easily distin-
guished by its black 
facial mask and ringed 

tail.  Raccoons can vary in color from gray to 
brown, and adults weigh between 12-25 lbs. 
 

Raccoons are omnivorous, consuming both plant 
and animal matter. Preferred prey items include 
acorns, blackberry, wild grapes, persimmon, and 
invertebrates (crayfish, insects).  Additionally, the 
raccoon is an efficient predator of eggs of ground-
nesting birds and will also readily consume food 
scraps and garbage. 

Raccoons breed from February-June and young, 
known as kits, are born 63 days later.  Dens are 
typically located in a hollow tree or cavity above the 
ground.  Kits are blind until 3 weeks of age and 
travel with the female beginning at 2 months, leav-
ing to find their own territory in the fall.   

Opossum  
Didelphus virginianus 

Opossums are fairly common on Kiawah, but like 
raccoons are only seen after dark.  Opossums are 
about the size of a house cat, with gray-white fur, 
black legs, and a rat-like, prehensile tail.  The tail 
offers great help while climbing, allowing them to 
firmly grasp even large branches.    

Opossums are 
omnivorous, eat-
ing a variety of 
prey, including: 
small mammals, 
fruits, seeds, and 
insects. During 
periods of high 
fruit availability, opossums may eat fruits, such as 
blackberries, exclusively. Insects and their larvae 
are often selected during warm seasons. Persim-
mons are preferred by opossums during early fall, 
while acorns are important during late fall and win-
ter. 

The opossum is the only marsupial found in North 
America.  Female marsupials have a pouch in which 
the young are reared through early infancy.  Opos-
sums breed from December to February and young 
are born 15 days later with most development of 
young occurring in the pouch. Litter sizes range 
from 7 to 15 in the southeastern United States. 

 

River Otter  

Lutra canadensis 

River otters are long, 
streamlined animals, 
well adapted to life in 
the water.   They are 
present on Kiawah in 
small numbers and 
can be found in both 
fresh and saltwater 
areas.  Otters are 3-4 feet long and weigh be-
tween 12-25 pounds.  An otter has short brownish
-gray fur, webbed feet, and a long tail that is used 
as a rudder while swimming.   

Otters feed on a variety of aquatic animals, in-
cluding:  fish, snakes, turtles, frogs, and crayfish.  
They are most active at night but can be seen 
during the day as well.   

Otters breed in late spring, but do not give birth to 
young until the following spring.  Otter dens are 
located in holes dug along creeks and rivers or in 
hollow stumps located near water.  Females give 
birth to 2-4 young, called kits, each year.  Kits will 
typically leave the den at 10 weeks of age and 
stay with the female, learning to swim and hunt, 
until the following spring. 

American Mink  
Mustela vison 

Mink are weasel-
like, semi-aquatic 
mammals that in-
habit both fresh 
and salt-water en-
vironments.  They 
have a long slen-
der body (20-24 
in), dark brown fur, short legs, partially webbed 
feet, and weigh 1-4 lbs.  Mink are voracious 
predators and will capture and eat a large variety 
of animals, including: crabs, snakes, fish, birds, 
clams, rats, and mice.  
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Mating occurs during the winter months and fe-
males give birth to 3-8 cubs in the early spring.  
Young become independent after approximately 
13 weeks.  A captive mink can live for 8 years, but 
wild mink typically live only 2 to 3 years.    

 

Eastern Cottontail Rabbit  

Sylvilagus floridanus 
 

The eastern cottontail rab-
bit is most commonly seen 
among the dunes and low 
brushy areas of Kiawah 
Island.  They are reddish 
to gray-brown in appear-
ance with large hind feet, 
long ears and a short fluffy 
white tail.  Cottontails prefer to feed on clovers 
and grasses, but will also eat twigs, bark, and 
buds when green forage is not available.  Rabbits 
are prolific breeders and a female can have be-
tween 20-30 kits in a year.  Their numbers are 
naturally kept in control through predation, mainly 
by bobcats, foxes, and raptors. 

 

Cotton Rat  
Sigmodon hispidus 

 
The cotton rat is a very common resident of Kia-
wah and is an extremely important prey species.  
They are coarse haired with dark grayish brown 
hair, with a body from 5-7 inches long.    
 
They feed almost exclu-
sively on plant material, 
but some evidence sug-
gests that they also pre-
date upon the eggs of 
ground nesting birds.   
 
Cotton rats produce an average of 5 litters a year, 
each containing 2-10 young.  Populations are 
naturally kept in check by predation, disease, and 
food shortages.  Cotton rats make up a very large 
percentage of bobcat and gray fox diets during all 
seasons of the year on Kiawah.   

Gray Squirrel  

Sciurus carolinensis 

Gray Squirrels are gray in color, 
have long, bushy tails, and weigh 
up to 2 pounds.  They are a very 
adaptable animal, equally at home 
in yards as well as woods.  

Squirrels eat a variety of foods, including, nuts, 
acorns, fruits, and flowers.  They will also eat in-
sects and occasionally bird eggs.  Squirrels are well 
known for storing nuts and acorns in the fall for use 
during winter and early spring. 

 

Squirrels typically breed twice per year, in January 
and again in June.  After a gestation of 40 - 45 days, 
the female gives birth to an average of 2 - 4 young 
in a hollow tree cavity. Young remain with the fe-
male as a family group for about 4 - 5 months. 
 

Southern Flying Squirrel  

Glaucomys volans 
 

Southern flying squirrels have 
gray brown fur on top with 
darker flanks and are cream 
colored underneath. They have 
large dark eyes, a flattened tail, 

and a furry membrane called a patagium,  which 
extends between the front and rear legs.  The 
patagium enables them to glide through the air.  Fly-
ing squirrels are nocturnal and are rarely seen, 
though their high-pitched squeaks are heard fre-
quently after dark.  Southern flying squirrels feed 
primarily on fruits and nuts, as well as insects, buds, 
mushrooms, carrion, bird eggs, and flowers. 
 
Separate brochures are available containing 
information on 2 of Kiawahôs most important 
mammals, the white-tailed deer and bobcat.  
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