LAKES AND PONDS

The ponds and lakes on Kiawah are an excellent
recreational fishing resource for people of all
ages. These waters are also the home of the
American alligator. If you are fishing or crabbing,
be aware of nearby alligators. Feeding or harass-
ing alligators in any way is against the law with
fines up to $5,000. Be safe and give the alligators
plenty of room. If an alligator eats your bait or
fish, cut the line immediately.

Kiawah has both fresh and brackish (mixture of
fresh and saltwater) ponds. Freshwater ponds
are found in the center of the island near Night
Heron Park. The rest of the ponds are brackish.
The fish and marine life found in our brackish
ponds are, for the most part, the same ones found
in the ocean, river and creeks. They enter the
ponds at a young age when water is flowing into
the ponds at high tide. These include:

Spottail Bass (Redfish) Blue Crabs
Croaker Flounder
Menhaden Mullet

Shrimp Spotted Sea Trout
Pinfish Black Drum

Spot Ladyfish

Descriptions of the many of the above fish spe-
cies can be found in the Sea Shore and River bro-
chure. Also please pick up a copy of our Crab
brochure.

Common fish i n Ki awa
ponds (located in the center of the island):

Breamsd up to 8 inches and several pounds.
This colorful, freshwater fish
is one of the most commonly
caught fish in the southeast-
ern United States. It is also ¢
called bluegill and feeds on ™
a variety of small insects
and minnows.

Largemouth Bassd up to 23 inches and 20
pounds. Probably the most well known and revered
freshwater game fish in the Southeast. A voracious
predator, there is not
much this fish will not
eat. Its normal diet
includes minnows and %
other small fish,
worms, frogs and even
salamanders.

Grass Carpd up to 48 inches and 80 pounds.
Although probably the largest fish in the island's wa-
ters, you most likely will not catch one. These large
plant eaters are
stocked for aquatic
plant control and
can be seen W
"grazing" on sub-
merged plants along
the edge of a pond
or lake.

Tilapiad up to 14 inches. Another fish stocked for
aquatic plant control, tilapia, native to Africa, are
often seen tending circular nests in the shallows
near the bank. These col-
orful fish have silvery-green
sides, red around the
mouth and gills, and bright
orange borders around the
dorsal and tail fins. Tilapia
are also found in brackish
ponds.

Common fish in Ki
Pinfishd up to 10 inches.
Probably the most com-
monly caught fish by an-
glers in the ponds. It can

- be caught on almost any
type of bait or lure. It is not

a highly sought after fish due to the bony nature of

its flesh.
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Mulletd up to 25
inches and 10
pounds. These algae
feeders are often
seen leaping out of
the water.

Spotted Sea Troutd up to 12 pounds. In the
same family as the spottail bass, these fish can
tolerate a wide range of salinity. They inhabit wa-
ters from New York to the northern part of Mexico.
Spotted Sea Trout (also called speckled trout) are
one of the top species of inshore gamefish in the
Southeast. Trout feed primarily on shrimp when
they are young,
switching over
to fish as they
mature.

Spottail Bassd up to 60 inches and 80
pounds. Spottails vary from silver-gray to reddish
brown and have a large black spot in front of the
tail fin. These opportunistic feeders will prey upon
everything from shrimp and blue crabs to large
mullet.

Conservation Notes

The Spottail Bass (Redfish) is one of the most
sought after inshore species in the Southeast.
Since Spottail Bass do not reproduce in the lakes
and ponds, it is very important that fisherman
strictly adhere to size and possession limits on
these fish.

Spottails under 15 inches and over 23
inches must be released immediately.



Designated Fishing and Crabbing
Areas:

Beachwalker Pond

Bass Pond (Fishing only-NO Crabbing)
Canvasback Pond

Ibis Pond

Willet Pond

Egret Pond

Pintail Pond

For Your Information and Safety

Be wary of alligators when fishing or crabbing in
Ki awahds ponds and | akes

Always use a net to land fish and never put your
hands or feet into the water.

Do not agitate the waters. The disturbance may
draw alligators to the area.

Do not throw leftover bait or fish carcasses into
the ponds. This attra
them to associate people with food. This is a seri-
ous situation because alligators that are fed
quickly lose their natural fear of humans. Once
an alligator becomes habituated to people, it is
very dangerous and has to be removed from the
island and destroyed.

Do try to limit fishing and crabbing activity to ar-
eas designated for this purpose.

Be extra careful of children and never let them
approach or play near a pond edge.

Please report problems or concerns with alliga-
tors to KICA Security (768-5566) or Town Hall
(768-9166).

Rules and Regulations
Size Limits:

Spottail Bass: 15 inch minimum, 23 inch maxi-
mum. Three fish per person per day.

Spotted Sea Trout: 14 inch minimum. Ten fish
per person per day.

Flounder: 14 inch minimum. Twenty fish per per-
son per day.

Largemouth Bass: 12 inch minimum. Five fish
per person per day.

Bream: 20 fish per person per day. No minimum
size.

Blue Crabs: 5 inch minimum tip to tip width. Crab
traps are not permitted in Kiawah lakes and ponds.
Those found will be confiscated.

¢ U penalties:

1 Regulations regarding size limits and daily bag
limits are strictly enforced on the island. Please
adhere to these rules.

1 Fines are $200 and/or up to 30 days in jail for
the first offense and significantly higher for sub-
sequent offenses.

A saltwater fishing license is required to fish in
the ponds of Kiawah Island. For a complete list-
ing of regulations pick up a copy of the South
Carolina Department of Natural Resources
Regulations Booklet at any local tackle shop or
visit the link below.
www.dnr.sc.gov/regulations.html

Town of Kiawah Island
21 Beachwalker Drive
Kiawah Island, SC 29455
(843) 768-9166
www.wildlifeatkiawah.com
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