Bobcat
Lynx rufus

Bobcats are common on Kiawah and can be seen
in all portions of the island, typically during the
hours from dusk to dawn. Bobcats pose no threat
to humans and serve a vital role in managing
populations of rats, mice, and deer on the island.

Physical Description

Bobcats are about twice the size of a housecat.
Adult male bobcats on Kiawah weigh 18-25
pounds, and adult females weigh approximately
15-20 pounds. Their hind legs are longer and the
tail is shorter than domestic cats. The bobcat is
also more muscular, more compact, and, there-
fore, better adapted for springing.

If you are fortunate enough to see a bobcat on
your travels around the island, note the ruff of
cheek whiskers, the pointed black-tipped ears,
and the short tail. Bobcats are yellowish or red-
dish-brown, and spotted or streaked with brown or
black.

The bobcatds eyes are

mary means of locating prey. Unlike other carni-
vores, cats have excellent binocular vision and
depth perception, which makes stalking and
catching prey much easier. Like the housecat,
bobcats have elliptical pupils, which allow in as
much or as little light as necessary. Their hearing
is exceptional and they can hear even the faintest
sound. Because bobcats are primarily a visual

hunter, they do not have a very developed sense of
smell.

Life Cycle

The breeding season for bobcats is February
through April and kittens are born 62 days later (the
same gestation period as the domestic cat). The
den is typically located under a brush pile, in a hol-
low tree stump, or in a thicket of saw palmetto.

Kittens are born blind and remain so for 10 days.
They are totally
four weeks, after which the female will begin to bring
rodents and birds back to the den for them. The
female will also teach the kittens how to hunt and
kill. When the kittens are 6-8 weeks old, they will
typically leave the den but remain with the female
for up to a year.
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Bobcats are very opportunistic hunters and will eat a
variety of animals, including rabbits, rodents, rac-
coons, birds, deer (primarily fawns during the sum-
mer), and even reptiles and amphibians. Often bob-
cats stalk their prey, sneaking in as close as possi-

P Tble before jumping to capture it. At other times, the

bobcat will merely hide in an area where prey is
abundant and wait for something to come along.

Bobcats are at the top of the food chain on Kiawah
and have very few natural enemies. Automobiles
and disease are the greatest threats to bobcats,
though disease is quite rare.
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Bobcats will live in close proximity to humans
when suitable habitat is available, typically living
on the fringes of development. Due to their nor-
mally secretive nature, bobcats are rarely seen.

Kiawahds bobcat popul ati
number of reasons. First, there are 30-35 bob-
cats on Kiawah, which is more than double the
typical density on
bobcats truly live in and amongst the people and
development on Kiawah. They can be found on
every single road on the island at one time or an-
The reason for this is the vast amount of
cover and food avail abl
Because Kiawahés bobcat
and important, a number of research projects
have focused on learning more about them.

Bobcat Research on Kiawah

In collaboration with the University of Georgia
School of Forest Resources, the Town of Kiawah
Island funded a study of bobcat ecology in 2000-
2001. The project was titled, The Bobcat Ecology
Study. Fourteen bobcats were fitted with radio-
collars, allowing researchers to track their move-
ments. Data gathered from this project provided
useful information on bobcat habitat use, repro-
ductive success, home range size, food habits,
and response to development.

The Bobcat Ecology Study showed that Kiawah
had a healthy, stable populatlon of bobcats. The
data also indi-
cated that bob- |
cats inhabiting
the more-
developed
west end of
Kiawah  had
larger  home =
ranges  than | =
those on the' A S
less-developed east end, p033|bly indicating that
denser development on the west end was forcing
bobcats to travel greater distances to find the ne-
cessities of life (food, cover, water).
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In 2002, the Town of Kiawah Island and the Uni-
versity of Georgia initiated a project to investigate
deer fawn mortality on the island (for more infor-
mation see the White-tailed Deer pamphlet).
Data collected on this project showed that bobcat
predation on deer fawns is the major force con-
trolling Kiawaho6s deer

The Town of Kiawah Island, Kiawah Conser-
vancy, and The University of Georgia, initiated a
new collaborative research project in 2004 enti-
tled the Predator-Prey Ecology Study.

In early 2004, researchers fitted 16 bobcats with
radio-collars to replicate the work conducted dur-
ing the 2000 Bobcat Ecology Study. Data col-
lected indicated that bobcats are adapting very
well to continued residential and resort develop-
ment.

In 2006-2007 the Town of Kiawah Island, in part-
nership with the Kiawah Conservancy, conducted
a pilot study to investigate the effectiveness of
Global Positioning System (GPS)-enabled collars
in tracking fine-scale movements of bobcats on
Kiawah Island. 5 bobcats were captured and fit-
ted with GPS collars during the study.

The Pilot GPS study was a success and a full
scale study began in 2008 that is still ongoing.
Researchers collared 8 bobcats in 2008, 10 in
2009, and 6 in 2010 with GPS-enabled collars.
Data collected during this study is allowing biolo-
gists to determine much more detailed habitat use
data and will continue to provide important infor-
mation to aid in habitat conservation on Kiawah
Island. To date, more than 30,000 individual loca-
tions for bobcats have been collected.

Bobcat Tracker Website

Visit the Kiawah Island wildlife website
(www.wildlifeatkiawah.com ) for the latest informa-
tion on bobcats and other wildlife:

Be sure to follow the links to the Bobcat GPS page.
An interactive Google Earth map is available for
each bobcat being monitored. The maps allow you
to see where bobcats spend their time, how big of
an area they live in, and when they visit certain ar-
eas. Check it out!

Hel p

Bobcats are not aggressive and will typically shy
away from people. Do not attempt to feed or harass
them in any way.

Drive cautiously, especially at night, and be alert for
bobcats and other animals along roadsides. Colli-
sions with vehicles are the primary cause of bobcat
mortality on Kiawah Island.

Observe Kiawaho6és | eash
outside unless you are with them.

Bobcat Tracks

Look for the tracks of bobcats throughout the island
in wet mud or sand areas. Cat tracks can be easily
distinguished from canine (dog, fox) tracks. Cat
tracks lack claw marks and have a distinctively
lobed pad.

Bobcat Gray Fox

Town of Kiawah Island
21 Beachwalker Drive
Kiawah Island, SC 29455
(843) 768-9166
www.wildlifeatkiawah.com
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