
Archived Wildlife Sightings 
Kiawah Island, South Carolina 

 
*  October 26, 2009  -  A single roseate spoonbill was seen at Willet pond on October 26 and 27.  
Spoonbills are rare visitors to Kiawah Island during summer and fall.  This bird will not likely stay around 
too long so get out to see it while you can.  The best viewing opportunity has been from the gazebo on 
the right side of Ocean Course Dr. 
  
*  October 12, 2009  -  An adult bald eagle was seen sitting in the vacant osprey nest located across from 
Willet Pond.  It will be interesting to see if these eagles establish a nest in the coming weeks.  Check back 
for updates.  
  
*  September 30, 2009  -  Approximately 40 white pelicans were seen on the east end of Kiawah's beach 
roosting on a sandbar.  White pelicans are uncommon visitors to Kiawah Island each fall and winter. 
  
*  September 11, 2009  -  2 buff-breasted sandpipers were seen at the east end of the Ocean Course 
Driving Range.  These birds are uncommon visitors to Kiawah Island during their migration south during 
the fall. 
  
*  September 8 and 10, 2009  -  2 bird banding sessions were conducted, one at Cougar Island and one 
at Captain Sam's spit.  A total of 64 birds were captured, banded, and released during these 2 sessions.  
The most common bird was the common yellowthroat, with other highlights including: red- and white-eyed 
vireos,  a common ground dove, a downy woodpecker, and a northern waterthrush. 
 
*  August 26, 2009  -  18 birds were captured and banded on Captain Sam's spit as part of the the Bird 
Monitoring Program.  A total of 8 species were captured included 2 Carolina wrens that were previously 
banded.  Highlights also included a common ground dove and a "Traill's" flycatcher.  
  
*  August 17, 2009  -  11 piping plovers were observed along the beachfront on the eastern end of 
Kiawah Island.  Most of the birds were located east of the Ocean Course Clubhouse.  
  
*  August 14, 2009  -  3 blue-winged teal (BWT) were seen on the East End of Kiawah Island in the tidal 
lagoon adjacent to the Ocean Course golf course.  These were the first BWT of the season.  
   
*  August 14, 2009  -  1 hen wild turkey was seen along Ocean Course Drive near Ocean Course Golf 
Course entrance.  This is a rare sighting on the island as turkeys are only seen every few years. 
  
*  May 12, 2009  -  52 Wilson's plovers were observed during this survey of the entire Kiawah Island 
beachfront.  The survey was conducted as part of the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources 
statewide Wilson's Plover Survey.  View the survey report, including maps and location information.      
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